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FIREWORKSFIREWORKS

A VERY COMPLEX A VERY COMPLEX 
PROBLEM!PROBLEM!



ALL FIREWORKS ARE ALL FIREWORKS ARE 
ILLEGAL IN LONG BEACHILLEGAL IN LONG BEACH

18.48.370 LBMC
“It shall be unlawful for any person to possess, store, 
offer for sale, expose for sale, sale at retail or use or 

explode any fireworks”









FIREWORKS  OVERVIEWFIREWORKS  OVERVIEW



Safe and Sane FireworksSafe and Sane Fireworks
Fireworks bearing the California State 
Fire Marshal’s Seal as Safe and Sane.
Sold in the communities surrounding 
Long Beach.
Make noise, create a visual effect/sparks 
and don’t leave the ground. 
Legally sold June 28th to July 6th in 
surrounding cities. Illegal in Long Beach.



California State Fire Marshal
Safe & Sane Logo



Types of Safe and Sane FireworksTypes of Safe and Sane Fireworks

Sparklers
Cones/fountains
Piccolo Pete screamers
Smoke bombs
Combination packs, etc.



Dangerous FireworksDangerous Fireworks
Fireworks that may or may not bear State 
Fire Marshal’s Seal
Create an unusual fire hazard
Fly into the air 
Shoot flaming balls of fire
Explode (firecrackers)



Types of Dangerous FireworksTypes of Dangerous Fireworks

Firecrackers 
Bottle rockets, sky rockets
Aerial mortars, multi launchers
Roman candles



Firecrackers



Large Firecrackers



Bottle Rockets



Piccolo Pete and 2 liter bottle



Fully Loaded Bottle Bomb



WHAT’S BEING DONE?WHAT’S BEING DONE?



ATF, FBI, EPA, CHP, DOT, DA
Local Fire Department Arson Investigators
Intercept shipments and storage of illegal 
fireworks
Seized 25 tons in 2004

AREA  E  TASKFORCEAREA  E  TASKFORCE



Large Fireworks SeizuresLarge Fireworks Seizures
Fireworks for sale may be found in 
homes, apartments, businesses or 
vehicles
May lead to other criminal activity 
such as guns, drugs, and stolen 
property 
May create a hazardous environment





Media Promotional Tools
Electronic Promotional Tools
Print Promotional Tools
Signs and Banners
Other

Increased Public EducationIncreased Public Education



Fire
Police
Marine Patrol
Lifeguards

Increased Public Safety and Increased Public Safety and 
Department StaffingDepartment Staffing



Health and Human Services
Public Works
Parks, Recreation and Marine

Increased Public Safety and Increased Public Safety and 
Department StaffingDepartment Staffing



Costs Associated For Costs Associated For 
IncreasedIncreased

Public Safety StaffingPublic Safety Staffing



Staffed on July 4th only
Focuses primarily on impacted areas
264 hours of overtime
Total Staffing Cost = $13,200

Operations PlanOperations Plan



Staffed on July 4th only 
– 120 Officers dedicated to event

Focuses primarily on impacted areas
Calls for Service Officers for all shifts
– Saturday 186, Sunday 176, Monday 165

957 hours of straight time costing $28,710
304 hours of overtime costing $15,200
Total Staffing Cost = $43,910

Operations Plan Level 1Operations Plan Level 1

LONG BEACH POLICE LONG BEACH POLICE 
DEPARTMENTDEPARTMENT



Fully staffed on July 4th

– 348 Officers dedicated to event
Staffed at reduced level on July 2nd and 3rd

– 84 Officers dedicated to event
Staffed on a 10 hour overtime shift (1400 – 2400)

Operations Plan Level 2Operations Plan Level 2

LONG BEACH POLICE LONG BEACH POLICE 
DEPARTMENTDEPARTMENT



Directs enforcement throughout the City
Calls for Service Patrol Officers for all shifts
– Saturday 186, Sunday 176, Monday 165

3622 hours of straight time costing $108,660
5160 hours of overtime costing $258,000
Total Staffing Cost = $366,660

Level 2 Plan continuedLevel 2 Plan continued

LONG BEACH POLICE LONG BEACH POLICE 
DEPARTMENTDEPARTMENT



Fully staffed on July 2nd , 3rd and 4th

– 348 Officers dedicated to event each day

Staffed on a 12 hour overtime shift
Directs enforcement throughout the City

Operations Plan Level 3Operations Plan Level 3

LONG BEACH POLICE LONG BEACH POLICE 
DEPARTMENTDEPARTMENT



Calls for Service Patrol Officers
– Saturday 186, Sunday 176, Monday 165

3,622 hours of straight time costing $108,660
12,525 hours of overtime costing $626,400
Total Staffing Cost = $735,060

Level 3 Plan continuedLevel 3 Plan continued

LONG BEACH POLICE LONG BEACH POLICE 
DEPARTMENTDEPARTMENT



Fewer pyrotechnic calls for service
– Increase in calls for service for Police
No major fires attributed to fireworks
No significant fireworks related injuries
Decreased daytime firework activity

SUCCESSES OF LAST YEARSUCCESSES OF LAST YEAR



“ I have had the opportunity to work the 
Fourth of July with the Arson unit for 
the past 3 years.  In my opinion, the 
educational and enforcement efforts by 
the City made a difference.”

Fire Marshal’s PerspectiveFire Marshal’s Perspective



Continue Education
Continue Increased Staffing Levels
Discontinue Queen Mary Fireworks
Increase No Parking Signage
Implement Beach Curfew 

Fireworks Steering Committee Fireworks Steering Committee 
RecommendationsRecommendations



QUESTIONS ?QUESTIONS ?


	FIREWORKS��A VERY COMPLEX �PROBLEM!
	ALL FIREWORKS ARE ILLEGAL IN LONG BEACH
	Safe and Sane Fireworks
	Types of Safe and Sane Fireworks
	Dangerous Fireworks
	Types of Dangerous Fireworks
	Large Fireworks Seizures

